%WENDI WRESTLING GOD
NORRIS Dana Harel

September 6 — October 27, 2012




O]l

Wrestling God (detail)
graphite and soil on paper, 72 x 92 in. (183 x 234 cm), 2012

Cover Image

Whestling God deepens Harel's exploration of the human capacity for physical, psychological, and spiritual transfor-
mation with a sef of meticulously rendered, largerthan-ife portraits and action scenes of wrestlers and combatants, as
well as an experimental video and sound performance to take place atf the opening. True to form, her new drawings
are all elegant, expertly constructed depictions, technically on par with contfemporaries Aurel Schmidt or Colter Jacob-
sen, and her sensitive renderings capture the gore of a vanquished foe's organs as well as the ambiguous glow of
halos and arena lights. The exhibition as a whole opens up a line of allegorical questioning into the human capacity
for transformation, and the struggle change can enfail.

These works are inspired by the Biblical tale of Jacob wrestling with an Angel from the Book of Genesis, a brief,
enigmatic passage that describes human Jacob's confrontation with a mysterious, divine figure that lasted all night, and
concluded with Jacob's physical defeat, but also him being blessed with the name of Israel. Harel relates this to the
struggle between the enlightened and the debased aspects of all of our lives. Her works therefore show each subject
as oppositional extremes united in one physical form, and so good and evil, corporeal and ephemeral, light and
dark, are readily apparent in her dramatic chiaroscuro drawings. She shows her subjects both locked in battle, bod-
ies clashing, as well as deep in thought, isolated and physically still.

Harel's struggle and dedication are evident in her naturalistic renderings and deep spatial passages, her own devotion
mirroring the penitent gestures and heroic efforts of her subjects. Rainer Maria Rilke wrote about Jacob and the angel
in his poem The Man Waiching, linking physical punishment, spiritual ambitions, and human growth thusly:

Whoever was beaten by this Angel
(who often simply declined the fight]
went away proud and strengthened
and great from that harsh hand,
that kneaded him as if to change his shape.
Winning does not tempt that man.
This is how he grows: by being defeated, decisively,
by constantly greater beings.

Harels's new depictions, of boxers, wrestlers, and striking male nudes, glory in the drama of physical struggle. Like
her earlier works, these images also contemplate the metaphysics of the tofal human experience.
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there was a time when the enemy used to look you in the eyes
graphite and soil on paper, 56 x 72 in. (143 x 183 cm), 2012
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I've wrestled with alligators
graphite and soil on paper, 92 x 72 in. (234 x 183 cm), 2012
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Bare Knuckle Fighters IV
mixed media on paper, 21 x 17 in. (53 x 43 cm), 2012
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Bare Knuckle Fighters I
mixed media on paper, 19 x 24 in. (48.5 x 61 cm), 2012

161 Jessie Street San Francisco, CA 94105
T415.346.7812 F 415.346.7877

www.gallerywendinorris.com

© 2012 Gallery Wendi Norris. All Rights Reserved



W I : -\ | DI 161 Jessie Street San Francisco, CA 94105
TA415.346.7812 F 415.346.7877
-\ O R R I S www.gallerywendinorris.com

GALLERY

06

Wrestling God
color digital video, Edition of 5, 5:13 minutes, 2012

Luciano Chessa- composer and performer, Fred Kolouch- editor and videographer
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Bare Knuckle Fighters Il
mixed media on paper, 29 x 24 in. (74 x 61 cm), 2012
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Bare Knuckle Fighters V
mixed media on paper, 28 x 21 in. (71 x 53 cm), 2012
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Wrestling God
graphite and soil on paper, 72 x 92 in. (183 x 234 cm), 2012
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Wrestling God (defail)

graphite and soil on paper, 72 x 92 in. (183 x 234 cm),

2012

© 2012 Gallery Wendi Norris. All Rights Reserved.



GALLERY

WENDI
NORRIS

161 Jessie Street San Francisco, CA 94105
T415.346.7812 F 415.346.7877

www.gallerywendinorris.com

0%

I've tussled with a whale
graphite and soil on paper, 92 x 72 in. (234 x 183 cm), 2012
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Bare Knuckle Fighters |
mixed media on paper, 16 x 24 in. (40 x 61 cm), 2012
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Dana Harel in her studio, 2012.
Photo by Ronit Citri.
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